
REVIEW RUBRIC

1 -not acceptable 2 –below expectations 3 –meets expectations 4 –exceeds expectations

Originality/novelty

Is the research original and well defined? Do 
the results provide an advance on current 
knowledge?

Not stated Manuscript provides research, but originality or 
novelty not well-defined. Contribution to 
knowledge unclear

Manuscript provides original research and 
builds on existing ideas to advance the current 
state of knowledge

Manuscript provides original research and 
addresses a novel idea that revolutionises 
current understanding of the topic

Significance and context

Is the study situated within the existing body of 
knowledge? Does it make a significant 
contribution to understanding?

No attempt made to describe context of study Attempt made to place in context, yet not quite 
appropriately

General relevance of study in field described, 
some reference to relationship to other studies 
or topics

Place of study in field clearly described, 
illuminating links to other studies or topics 
made

Soundness

STUDY DESIGN

Is the study correctly designed and technically 
sound? Are the analyses performed to the 
highest standards? Are hypotheses and 
speculations carefully identified as such?

Study design is incorrect, inappropriate analysis 
methods used. Assumptions not stated or 
incorrect.

Flaw in research design or analyses. 
Hypotheses and/or assumptions incorrect.

Study is well set-up and the analyses are 
confirm subject standards. Most hypotheses 
and/or assumptions identified.

Study design flawless, analyses exceeding 
subject standard. Hypotheses and assumptions 
clearly identified and articulated

METHODS

Are the methods, tools and software described 
with sufficient detail to allow another researcher 
to reproduce the results?

Methods, tools nor software described Descriptions are incomplete, too many details 
omitted to enable reproducibility

Adequate descriptions are provided Descriptions provided at an appropriate level of 
detail

DATA

Are the data robust enough to draw the 
conclusions?

Unable to assess due to missing or incorrect 
data

Data don’t appear to be robust or are 
incomeplete

Data are robust and solid enough to draw 
conclusions from 

Detailed, extensive and thorough data available 
to draw firm conclusions from 

CONCLUSIONS

Are all conclusions justified and supported by 
the results?

No link can be made between results and 
conclusions

Conclusions only partially supported by the 
evidence provided

Conclusions are supported by the data and 
results

Conclusions very strongly evidenced by the 
data and results given

Interest to readers?

Are the conclusions interesting for and relevant 
to the intended audience?

No Manuscript only relevant to a highly limited 
number of people

Research generally relevant for the intended 
audience

Conclusions will attract a wide readership far 
beyond the intended audience

Quality of presentation

Is the article written in an appropriate way? Are 
the data and analyses presented appropriately? 
Are the highest standards for presentation of 
the results used? 

Major sections missing (e.g. purpose, methods, 
results or conclusions) or lack of logical flow

Purpose, methods, results and conclusions 
stated but could be articulated better; stilted or 
awkward flow

Purpose, methods, results and conclusions 
clearly stated; most of presentation flows 
logically

Overall purpose, methods, results and 
conclusions of study clearly stated; seemingly 
effortless and seamless logical flow

Quality of English

Is the English language appropriate and 
understandable?

Serious errors and awkwardness, excessive use 
of quotation in place of author's own words, 
excessive paraphrasing

Mostly basic writing style, with a fair number of 
errors and awkwardness, some use of 
unnecessary quotation or paraphrasing

Good basic writing style, easy to read, few 
errors, almost entirely in author's own words, 
little paraphrasing or unnecessary quotation

Sophisticated, elegant style, complex yet lucid 
sentence structure, flawless grammar

Overall merit

Is there an overall benefit to publishing this 
work?

No benefit, or even harm, foreseen Little benefit evidenced, no follow-on research 
suggestions presented

Benefit and implications articulated, some 
inclusion of follow-on research suggestions

Benefit and implications of research clearly 
articulated, options for follow-on research 
provided


